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(  Extension for Suppliers of Diesel Gensets to Comply with Emission Norms.

The suppliers of Diesel Generator Sets have been given extension to comply with the noise and emission limits, as stipulated under the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986. In a Notification issued by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, the suppliers of genset diesel engines, having capacity of up to 19 KW, will now be required to implement the emission limits by July 01, 2005, whereas the suppliers of genset diesel engines, having a capacity of more than 176 KW up to 800 KW will have to comply with the emission limits by November 01, 2004.  The suppliers of genset diesel engines, having a capacity of more than 19 KW up to 176 KW, are already required to observe the prescribe emission and noise limits. 

This extension will be applicable only to those suppliers who have obtained Type Approval Certificate for at least one of their engine models in this range up to June 30, 2004 and who have submitted the bank guarantee and also contributed towards the study being carried out by the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, for development of genset diesel engines to comply with the emission limits. 

This has been done to facilitate the R&D efforts of diesel gensets manufacturers in the small-scale sector, who are carrying out the study with the help of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore regarding the control of emission and noise limits of diesel gensets.

<http://pib.nic.in/release/release.asp?relid=2508>
( Oil Firms to Invest on Cleaner Fuel
Public sector oil firms will invest about Rs 17,800 crore by 2010 to produce cleaner auto fuel compliant with Euro-III emission norms, the Lok Sabha was informed on Thursday.

Indian Oil Corp (IOC) will invest Rs 5,551 crore by March 2005 while Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd will spend Rs 1,941 crore and Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd Rs 1,152 crore in producing Euro-III compliant petrol and diesel, Petroleum Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar said in a written reply. 

"In line with the road map laid down in the Auto Fuel Policy, the oil public sector undertakings are implementing quality up gradation projects to supply Euro-III equivalent fuel in metro cities by April 2005 and in rest of the country by April 2010," he said. 

Contd….

IOC will spend another Rs 4,412 crore by 2009-12. The scheme for introduction of Euro-III equivalent norms in the entire country from April 1, 2010 is subject to review in the year 2006 after the introduction of Bharat Stage-II norms in the entire country and Euro-III equivalent norms in identified cities with effect from April 1, 2005. 

Chennai Petroleum Corp Ltd plans to invest Rs 1,157 crore by October 2004. Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemical Ltd would spend Rs 400 crore by February 2006, Kochi Refinery Ltd Rs 2080 crore, Numaligarh Refinery Ltd Rs 296.86 crore and Bongaigaon Refinergy and Petrochemical Ltd Rs 805 crore by 2009-10, he said.    He further said the refining capacity of the oil PSUs as on March 31, 2004 was 92.968 million tonnes per annum. "The petroleum refinery capacity of the oil PSUs has increased by 2.3 million tonnes per annum in 2003-04." 

He said the oil PSUs have plans to expand the installed capacity of their existing refineries by 19.33 million tonnes per annum at a cost of Rs 13,223 crore.    Besides, four grassroot refineries with a total installed capacity of 31 million tonnes are also planned.  The Petroleum Minister to another querry said IOC will complete the construction of the Rs 7,500 crore Paradip refinery by 2009-10. 

"However, if market conditions in the country favour higher levels of domestic sale of products from the refinery as compared to earlier estimates, IOC will endeavour to complete the project by 2008-09," 

<http://sify.com/finance/fullstory.php?id=13527778>
(  Hyundai to launch compact car Getz in August.
Hyundai Motor's small car, Getz, is finally coming to India and is slated to be launched in August just before the start of the festive season.   The company is planning to launch two versions initially. These include an entry-level model and a fully loaded top-end version. Initially, Getz would be introduced as a hatchback but the platform on which it is built is flexible and if needed, a three-box version could be produced.     Powered by a 1300 CC engine, Getz would meet Euro III emission norms and would be substantially (upto 85 %) indigenised so that it could be competitively priced.

<http://www.presstrust.com/article42486.html>
(  Think Pollution is down? Nitrogen Dioxide Levels tell a different story.
Though the air in Delhi is much cleaner in recent years, it’s no time for complacency. Experts say increasing levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) in city traffic is the latest cause of worry.   While key pollutants — Carbon Monoxide, Particulate Matter and Sulphur Dioxide — levels are down, NO2 levels are on the rise ‘‘Especially in traffic intersections,’’ said the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) member secretary Dr B. Sengupta

Though most experts point to the lakhs of vehicles plying each day as a partial cause, no one has analysed the NO2 increase. According to the CPCB, from 2000-03, NO2 levels at traffic intersections increased almost to 60 %, and are now above the national standard. In residential and industrial areas, NO2 rose to 31 % and 24 %.  NO2 and other oxides of nitrogen (NOx) are ingredients in smog and ground-level ozone. Ozone causes lung irritation and aggravates respiratory disorders, such as asthma and bronchitis, say health experts. 

Though NO2 has not reached ‘‘alarming levels,’’ said Anumita Roychowdhury, Associate Director at the Centre for Science and Environment, there is cause for concern. ‘‘Nobody has assessed where the NO2 has come from,’’ she said. But many air quality experts agreed that inspection and maintenance of all vehicles is essential. Some say a stronger PUC (Pollution Under Control) program — one that includes a NOx test — is needed. 
Contd….

‘‘Pass-the-test adjustments’’ are commonly performed at PUC stations to help polluting vehicles meet CO emissions standards, said Roychowdhury. ‘‘We have to completely overhaul the (PUC) program’’ and then enforce it, she said.   But Vikas Jain, pollution control officer at the Transport ministry, said the PUC compliance rate in Delhi was between 50 and 70 %. Both CSE and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) disputed this figure, and said the Transport Ministry told them last year the figure was closer to 20 % compliance. Still, other hypotheses exist.
Sengupta said the rise in NO2 is primarily due to an annual addition of 1,00,000 vehicles in the city as well as the rising use of diesel generators, though the CPCB had no data on the number of generators in Delhi. Roychowdhury said the culprit was, instead, an increase in diesel consumption across the city. In a recent report, CSE said diesel consumption has risen over 38 % since 1995 ‘‘despite the sizeable shift of diesel buses and taxis to CNG (compressed natural gas).’’ 

But don’t point the finger at any one vehicle or one fuel said Dr S.A. Dutta, Sr.Proj. scientist at CPCB, because many factors are part of this rise. He added that local thermal power plants and even the weather play important roles in NO2 levels. ‘‘It’s a very complex issue,’’ said Dutta.  But even clean-burning CNG isn’t innocent. Roychowdhury said that a poorly maintained CNG vehicle risks giving off more NOx emissions than if properly tuned - a challenge other cities worldwide are experiencing. 

Studies by The Cairo Air Improvement Project & the South Coast Air Quality Management District of California have reported ‘‘higher-than-expected NOx emissions from heavy-duty CNG vehicles,’’ but are unsure of the reason. Experts say the city must now take holistic view in order to sustain and improve the city’s cleaner air. S. Sundar of TERI, says it’s time to get people out of their cars and onto buses.

<http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=90826>

(  Vehicle Emission Control effective in Hong Kong.
HONG KONG, -- Progress has been made in Hong Kong to reduce motor vehicle emissions, said Secretary of Environment, Transport and Works Sarah Liao.  She noted that nearly all diesel taxis have been replaced by liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) ones and about 80 % of newly registered public light buses were running by LPG. 

According to a latest annual report issued by the Environment Protection Department, compared with 1999, the concentration of particulate and nitrogen oxide at the roadside has fallen by 13 % and 23 % respectively in 2003. The number of smoky vehicles has also dropped by more than 70 % during the period.  "Installation of emission reduction devices on pre-Euro light diesel vehicles is now statutory requirement," said Liao. She said the same will happen to pre-Euro heavy diesel vehicles after the current catalyst retrofit for those vehicles has been completed in 2004. 

<http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-07/23/content_1635514.htm>

(  Cleaner and Safer Future with SCR. 
Several manufacturers join the SCR starting lineup - Technology with an assured future to Euro 5 and beyond - Europe-wide supplies of AdBlue soon to be assured

A new co-operation has been formed to contribute to a cleaner future in the road haulage sector, as the vast majority of western European heavy truck manufacturers have decided in favour of emission control using SCR technology (SCR = selective catalytic reduction) to meet the new Euro 4 and Euro 5 exhaust emission standards. DAF, Iveco, Mercedes-Benz, Renault Trucks and Volvo Trucks together represent approx. 80 % of the European truck market. In parallel with this introduction, chemical and oil companies are safeguarding the regular supply of AdBlue, the water/urea solution necessary for SCR technology.
Contd….


SCR converts nitrogen oxides into harmless water vapour and nitrogen


By means of a catalytic converter with the help of metered quantities of AdBlue sprayed into the hot exhaust gas stream, SCR reduces harmful nitrogen oxides (NOx) into harmless nitrogen and water. AdBlue is the commercial name given to a high quality, standardised and synthetically produced aqueous urea solution. The AdBlue carried in a separate tank within the vehicle presents no handling problems. Trucks and heavy commercial vehicles with SCR technology attain the Euro 4 exhaust gas emission standards prescribed from 2006, and will - in an improved version - also be able to meet the next stage, Euro 5, which comes into effect from 2009. In addition a truck equipped with SCR is expected to have an approx. two to five percent lower fuel consumption than a comparable Euro 3 vehicle - a particularly strong argument in times of high fuel prices, and a further factor in environmental protection due to lower CO2 emission. AdBlue is available in sufficient quantities.

<http://www.mysan.de/article14530.html>

(  Hyundai to invest 260 million dollars to develop EU-standard engines.
Hyundai Motor Co. said Tuesday it will invest 260 million dollars over the next three years to develop commercial vehicle engines that meet European emission standards.   The largest South Korean automaker has signed agreements with two European automotive parts and technology providers, Austria's AVL and Britain's Ricardo, to develop and supply commercial vehicle engines. 

Hyundai Motor will spend 260 million dollars by 2007 for the development of commercial vehicle engines that meet the EURO-4 emission standard, which comes into effect on January 1, 2008.   "These agreements are part of Hyundai Motor's efforts to develop commercial vehicle engines," a Hyundai official told AFP.  Hyundai Motor, which rolls out about 50,000 commercial vehicles annually, plans to increase its production capacity to 97,000 by 2010. Hyundai Motor has been seeking to develop its own commercial vehicle engines after it broke ties with DaimlerChrysler in May. 

<http://www.eubusiness.com/afp/040713063512.efykqaan>
(   Singapore to Impose Stricter Emissions Standards by 2006.
SINGAPORE : Environment Minister Lim Swee Say has also announced that a more stringent emissions standards will be adopted in 2006 to keep Singapore's air even cleaner, while a special tax rebate will be introduced to rev up demand for green cars.  The Minister also unveiled Singapore's first green report card.  Although the island's air quality ranks among the best in the world, Mr Lim says more needs to be done. In particular, when it comes to a very fine particulate matter called PM2.5, Singapore still does not meet American standards.

So where is this pollution coming from? The main culprits are the 110,000 or so diesel vehicles on Singapore's roads, which include taxis. These particles are only about 1/20th the diameter of a human hair, which means they can go deep into your lungs. "The most susceptible group of people to particulate matter or air pollution are people with respiratory conditions already. These are people suffering from asthma, chronic bronchitis; generally also children who are young and having developing lungs," said respiratory physician Dr Ong Kian Chung of Tan Tock Seng Hospital.

So stricter emissions standards are going to be put in place in October 2006.

One way to cut down on this type of pollution is using vehicles which run on compressed natural gas, or CNG. "CNG is not an option yet because if you were to go for CNG vehicles there is no refuelling station. The infrastructure is not in place, so we're caught in a situation," Mr Lim said.
Contd….

"The gas suppliers are not keen to roll out the CNG refuelling network because there is no demand, and on the part of fleet owners they are not keen because there's no refuelling network. So the only way to solve this problem is to find a solution to jumpstart the CNG cars, vehicles in Singapore over the next 2.5 years."  So taxi operators will be given incentives to switch to cleaner natural gas vehicles. They will have the ARF, or Additional Registration Fee, waived, which will effectively halve the price of a CNG car.

<http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/singaporelocalnews/view/75559/1/.html>
(  California Restricts Diesel Idling Time.
 

SACRAMENTO - California air pollution officials have approved a new rule that will make it illegal to leave diesel-powered trucks and buses running idle for longer than five minutes.  The California Air Resources Board (CARB) passed the new restriction in hopes of cutting vehicle emissions of particles linked to respiratory problems.  

The rule takes effect next year and violators will be subject to a $100 fine.   Truck drivers who sleep in their cabs are exempt, but state officials said they will reconsider that exemption next year.   About 67,000 trucks with sleeper berths would be exempt from the anti-idling rule during federally mandated rest periods for drivers.   The exemption will last indefinitely, pending another vote in September 2005 that will take into consideration advances in technology.
<http://www.caltradereport.com/eWebPages/in-brief-1091469394.html>
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